FANCY YOURSELF A5 A MASTERCHEF?

WHAT ABOUT THE NEXT IDOL? WELL, NOW
THERES A SCHOOL FOR ASPIRING REALITY TV
CONTESTANTS, SHANNON O'MEARA SIGNS [P

HCYS
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popping . Whatever i
15, FMLVE ZOU 03 pOp
somnetow!” Robert Galinsky, the
fpunder of The Mew York Realioy TV
School (NYRTVS), explaing over-
enthusiastically o my firse lesson
rowards pealicy televizion fame,

Yes, I'mar a school that crains |*a,-|'-|'|||:-
o become pealicy TV “stars” — and ic's
|14,-|r|;; innndared with sodents, Tn the

US there are two channels desvored
encirely 1o realivy programs and more
than 100 swch sheows in existence.
Awrerican [dal, The Amazing Rave,
AsgricaT Me Tap Maalsd, Dhrmcang Wheh
The Suaers, Tiw Apprermiice, Bip Brosiver,
Prrogecy Ramiewry aned T Hills are
Just A freor wich h||;._l||_- |;:!l||||h'll1£'\-i and
highly comperitive casting processes.
And s, for 3223 for a group session
of rwo hours, o $5300 per hour for
# one-on-one tutorial, you can bearn
the six cormmandrmenes of Bealicy
TV School — which inclhade '.iru_-;ll:
In The I, Have Mo Barmers and oo
SUITPHISIng Iy} Sav Yes As Often As
Possibsle. You're also provided wnich
reality mentors and an array of “life
akills™ po assisn in a successiul audition.
"Confidence, authenticicy and
knowing yoawr story ate the keys
o making ir,” says Galinsky,
a srand-up comedian and acring
coeech whio radeares Far too much
enerpy. Yo heve 30 seconds with
A cagring director, It 15 a micmcosm
of a show, If you can give cthem really
specibe, bonese and corsygeons realicy,
they kmowy they can expand char oover
A period of seven po 10 weeks,”
Docsn't the school ke the
“reliess” out of realicy television?

“I'm not telling them to say anyrhing
that isn't already real,” Galinsky, whoe
has warched far cos moch of the genre,
FEASSUNES M "I_.r|-;e'r||:'-||_-|| relevision,
ic's coedeed and ics :|'I:'|:|.I1i|1|.|]:|.l:ﬂ.:|."

When | rag u.lrnly o A |'|ri1.';||:-e-
BYRTVS rurasial in ]flrlp.l]dg.'l.l,

I ;||||-!'L'I:,' discover juse how much of

a aerwoars business i is. . for some. Leo
Fernekes, 4%, an inventor, is taking the
class in preparation for an anditen on
the Discovery Channel, 1 wani to be

a mofe focused presencer and reach my
adience,” Fernekes explains, Alcthough
b recognizes the toxic namwee of realicy
PrOgrams "|'b-l_||l i1|g 1_,'n|1r$|_-||' T8 & Fe
grimlx-r' i8 howe hee describes dr — he
1% cxrremely sl mmepre, ©1 like |'u_-|r|g
ey |.-g|.|:i.~ue'v;.:| a3 an iI|I-.'||i.1:-.'I|I e T
persen — | ek rhat,” e 5A¥s

Fellow student Anme Johnson, 21,
is a reality TV wannabe who took the
skills she picked up in class, applied
them duning bher apdinions wed 15 oow

wanting to hear back from chied
rownned castings for The Beal Warld,
“It wasn't abowur being tanghe how
o be real, 1t abone |-:|'-c:n.'.riné_l| whai s
iTeds: hl:iil..!.'., abpair :rl\.ll.l.." alue insides.

[ i._=||||15|-:3.' has coarkbed q.|_-:h"||'-rh.'| A |
swetpers, boxers, hremen, models
and Furemers, and sow bas o corposare
realiny arm o the schaol, The
bresabeclommeny iaf ks classes temds ro be
S0 per cent actors {who see i as a new
wity b Break inoto the incdwsery aod

expand akills), 30 per cent “delusional
andl desperate — they seek fame”, and
L0 v 200 per cemr come inewich a calent
i “'GLJI.I. 1|||-'!,'.r|' ]:P::ll"illﬂ |8 |1Lﬂ.'!:i|1|.i:"i|'.
The schiol |-ri-l-:-s itself on
preganiing studens For all e gocey
elements of realicy TV, “Personal
s have got 1o be oo dlee sorface,”
Galinsky reiveraces. “IF you're oot
comfortble aring the diriy laeodey
it means vou're probably nor cigh
for sealiey TV,



